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There is a legend in the Kibi area that tells of how a prince of ancient Japan named
Kibitsuhiko-no-Mikoto vanquished an ogre god (also known as Ura) who tormented
the people. This legend is thought to be the model for the famous Japanese
fairytale Momotaro.

Five great stones stand above Tatetsuki Ruins. In the legend, these are said to be
shields that Kibitsuhiko-no-Mikoto constructed to defend against Ura’s arrows.

It is thought that these ruins, built in the second half of the second century, were
the tomb of an enormously powerful person; at around 80 m long they would have
been the largest in the country at the time.
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Sentaimonseki Stone

The Sentaimonseki Stone is stored in the repository next to the
Tatetsuki Ruins. This stone was once an object of worship at Tatetsuki
Shrine, which used to be on the mound area of the Tatetsuki Ruins.
The size of the stone measures approximately 90 centimeters in
length and width, and near 35 centimeters in thickness. Its entire
surface is inscribed with circular bands intricately interweaving into
one another. At its front is a relief carving resembling a face. The
stone can be seen through the window of the depository.

In the past, the age of the stone's inscriptions was unknown, but
thanks to excavations at the Tatetsuki Ruins site conducted by
Okayama University, we now know through the unearthing of stones
with the same patterns carved into them (kotaimonseki stones) , that
the Sentaimonseki Stone was created around the end of the Yayoi
period (400 BC— AD 300) when the Tatetsuki Burial Mound was built.
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